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Faith & Life Forum
Marilyn Miller’s testimonial:
“The Faith & Life Forum, held on March 26, was one of the most educational events I have
attended in Mountain States Mennonite Conference. It helped me better understand experiences of
sexualized violence suffered by numerous women, men, and even Jesus. Participants were given
methods of wrestling with violent Bible texts which too often folks avoid or use as an excuse to not
read the Bible. AMBS professor Susanna Larry used stories in scripture to help participants better
understand the causes of sexualized violence. She discussed “the myth of the perfect victim” and
shared biblical reasons for taking survivors seriously. I encourage you to watch this interesting,
helpful video of the event. Thanks to Susannah, Pastor Amy, Pastor Ryan, Jen Dudenhefer, the
breakout room facilitators, and
everyone who made this valuable
resource available through our
Mountain States Mennonite
Conference!”
Click here to watch the YouTube
video of the Faith & Life Forum
recorded on March 26,
2022 on the topic The Myth
of the Perfect Victim: A
biblical case for taking
survivors seriously.
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Hannah Martin licensed for special ministry as Associate
Pastor of Children
On March 6, Hannah Martin was licensed for special ministry as the Associate Pastor
of Children at Beth-El Mennonite Church in Colorado Springs. Since September
2021, Pastor Hannah has been serving children and their families at Beth-El by
sharing Bible stories, teaching kids about Jesus, coordinating craft projects, and
connecting families to the broader community—whether through making cranes for a
peace demonstration or making health kits for unhoused folks.
Hannah’s licensing in Mountain States Mennonite Conference was the next step in
her journey as a minister.
“Hannah follows Jesus with her whole being…she loves people deeply, and she
shows compassion to the marginalized,” said Sara Branham, a parent with three kids
in Beth-El’s children’s ministry who shared affirmations as part of the service. Sara
said that Hannah truly believes that children are beloved by God: “I love that you
meet kids where they are; even if they’re rolling around on the floor or wandering around—you know that
they’re still hearing about God’s love.”
Sara’s affirmations were echoed by others who spoke, including Conference Minister Amy Zimbelman,
Ministerial Council Co-Chair Jenelle Roynon, and Pastor Jordan Farrell.
“During the interview process it became pretty clear pretty quickly that Hannah would not bring one part of
herself to this role but she would bring her whole self to this pastoral call,” Pastor Jordan said. “Pastor
Hannah does not simply bring her love for Jesus or her teaching experience or her passion for peace to this
work—she weaves it all together, and I’m so thankful that she does.”
The service began with Pastor Amy reading of a children’s book entitled This is the Church, and included her
leading the congregation in an affirming blessing with laying-on of hands, presenting a certificate, and
presenting a piece of participatory artwork for the congregation.
“While we Mennonites take seriously the priesthood of all y’all believers,” Pastor Amy said, "Today we say
YES to Hannah, that we are calling her out for certain roles in this time and place, because we believe God
has given her gifts and would love for her to keep using them.” Pastor Amy named some of Hannah’s gifts of
lamenting injustices, taking initiative, getting a crazy amount of tasks accomplished in a day, and shaping
young minds.

Pictured: (Left) Laying on of hands blessing; (Right) Sara Branham sharing affirmations
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Why May’s Delegate Assembly Matters
By Conference Moderator Ryan Koch and Conference Minister Amy S. Zimbelman

What exactly is happening this May? Mennonite Church USA is holding a special delegate
assembly in Kansas City May 27-30, 2022. This is arguably the most important delegate session in
over a decade. Logistical information on lodging, registration costs, childcare, etc. can be found in
MC USA’s FAQ form here.
We strongly encourage every congregation in Mountain States to send delegates. Each
congregation is eligible to send one delegate for each one hundred congregational members, or
fraction thereof. Also, congregations may send an additional youth delegate (ages 16-21).
If finances are an issue, a scholarship program may be able to help for smaller congregations who
have been active in MC USA in the past five years. Complete this form to request mutual aid.
Why is this meeting so important? Delegates from around the country will weigh in on various
resolutions listed here.
One of the resolutions that will have far-reaching and long-lasting implications for Mennonite Church
USA is the Clarification on Mennonite Church USA Polity and the Role of the Membership
Guidelines of Mennonite Church USA. This resolution proposes to retire the membership guidelines
which currently state: “Pastors holding credentials in a conference of Mennonite Church USA may
not perform a same-sex covenant ceremony. Such action would be grounds for review of their
credentials by their area conference’s ministerial credentialing body.”
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Fort Collins Mennonite Fellowship: A True Sanctuary
By Martha Roden, member of Fort Collins Mennonite Fellowship

Here at Fort Collins Mennonite Fellowship, we are deeply committed
to helping those in need in our community. We take our cue from
Jesus’ statement: "What you do to the least of us you do to me."
Because of this, we have always been deeply involved with homeless
outreach.
A Little History
From 2012 through 2019, we temporarily hosted homeless families on
a rotating basis through Faith Family Hospitality (FFH) and served as
a Day Center for FFH. From 2013-2014, we added shower and
laundry facilities to our building. In 2015 we offered up our building as
a warming center and began providing a free, home-cooked dinner on
Friday or Saturday night. Eventually we offered a free breakfast on
Sundays. In 2019 we added free, over-size, outdoor lockers, so
homeless individuals could safely store their belongings without fear
of theft, rather than carrying them with them everywhere.
The Pandemic
However, when COVID-19 hit, everything changed. We decided to open our hearts and our church doors to
some of the most vulnerable homeless individuals we knew, inviting them to live in our church. Since March
2020, we have provided ongoing housing for at-risk persons in our church. Our church sanctuary has become
a true sanctuary to those in need.
Those living at the church have now become caretakers of our building and grounds. They are our “homeless
angels” who built our patios, created our raised beds, and tended the plants. They are the ones who open the
church doors each day to other homeless individuals so they can take hot showers, wash their clothes, grab a
snack, receive a personal hygiene item or clothing, all while being provided with a warm, welcoming
presence . . . and often times, good advice!
Our Go FundMe
In April 2021, we started a True Sanctuary GoFundMe campaign to raise $10,000 to keep the lights on, hot
water running, and food and clothing available to those we serve. Between April and August, we raised
$4,000, thanks to individual donors (some out of state) and First Mennonite in Denver. Later, between
October and December, we arrived at $8,000, thanks to a nice injection from Carlsbad Mennonite in New
Mexico. Finally, in March 2022, we received one last final donation from the Rotary Club of Fort Collins and
actually exceeded our goal – we raised $10,505!
What We Offer
This funding has allowed us to continue providing
food, showers, laundry, a community closet, and
support for some of the unhoused people of Fort
Collins. But more importantly, we provide a safe
place where homeless individuals can rest, talk,
and feel welcome and accepted as part of the
community. By providing this safe place for them,
we help re-build relationships.

Our southern western patio and garden beds were built by our residents in
Summer 2021

After all, research shows that lack of shelter is
traumatic enough, but loss of relationships has
an even greater impact. When individuals are
treated with kindness, dignity, and respect, they
begin to feel as if they are valued members of the
community, and their sense of “belonging” is
enhanced.
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Conference Minister’s Corner
“Just being Jenelle is okay”
The life, ministry, and identity questions of Ministerial Council Co-Chair
Jenelle Roynon
By Rev. Amy S. Zimbelman

This article is part of a series to introduce new leaders in our
conference.
When I sat down with new Ministerial Council Co-chair Jenelle Roynon to
write about who she is for our Mountain States Mennonite Conference
audience, she found the topic somewhat ironic.
“Who is Jenelle Roynon? That’s a question I’ve asked myself a lot the last
few years,” she said.
Jenelle grew up with a great deal of certainty about her identity. She has
been described as the Mennonites of all Mennonites—almost exclusively
working, volunteering, and church-ing in Mennonite contexts since birth. Her
dad was a Mennonite pastor. She attended Lancaster Mennonite High
School in Pennsylvania. Her summers were spent doing MDS projects, or when she was older, working to
process registrations for Mennonite World Conference. She married Colin, the son of a pastor who had been
raised Mennonite and became a Mennonite pastor himself.

Jenelle spent a year with Eastern Mennonite Missions’ YES program that sent her to Germany. When
teaching a middle school baptism class, she says,
“It was such a life-giving time for me, and I remember thinking how much more I would love it if I could do it in
English,” she says. “That’s when my desire to go to college for youth ministry took off.”
Jenelle envisioned herself ministering in a Mennonite camp setting, so she went to Bluffton University in
Ohio, a Mennonite school. Their youth ministry and recreation degree had an emphasis on camp leadership.
Then, in 2010, she got her dream job: Program Director at Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp in Divide,
Colorado. She and her husband Colin moved to the camp. While Colin worked as a mechanic and youth
pastor at Beth-El, Jenelle grew in her skills of public speaking and worship leading. She coordinated camp
staff, created publications, managed the store and reservations, and often led music for campers with her
beautiful piano playing. Jenelle served at camp for 10 years and she and Colin had two daughters, Cara and
Audrey.
But in the fall of 2020, Jenelle realized that it was no longer possible for her to stay at Rocky Mountain
Mennonite Camp.
“Since I was 15, my life goal was to work at camp until I died. So when I left, I was forced into some soul
searching: was that dream wrong?”

ZING! April 2022  ׀5 ׀Back to Top

Photo above: A family from Ukraine journeyed into Ubla, Slovakia, after crossing the Slovak-Ukrainian border on
February 25, 2022, one day after Russia launched a military attack on neighboring Ukraine.

Over the past month, we have borne witness to a heartbreaking refugee crisis in Ukraine. We've seen families
forced to make life or death decisions in a matter of hours. We’ve watched as mothers and grandparents
crowd into trains, cars and buses to cross borders with their children, unsure of where they will go next or
when they will be able to return.
Sadly, this refugee journey is not unique to Ukrainians. According to the United Nations, there are over 26
million refugees throughout the world who have been forced to flee their communities. Less than 1% will find
safety in the U.S., but for the families accepted into the U.S. resettlement program, the journey does not end
when they arrive in their new communities.
You are invited to join MCC and Church World Service on Tuesday, April 12, at 2 PM EDT for a webinar to
learn more about how to welcome refugees in your community. During this time, we'll address questions such
as:

•
•
•
•
•

Who are refugees?
How do refugees come to the U.S.?
What does the refugee resettlement process look like?
What are some challenges and opportunities refugees encounter when they settle into their new
community?
What are some ways each of us can get involved and support refugees in the U.S.?

To register, click here. We'd love to have you join us. Please share this event with friends and family so you
can learn and welcome as a community. If you have questions, please contact me -- MCC's Newcomer
Connections Coordinator -- at welcome@mcc.org.
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MEN’S RETREAT WEEKEND
As with other cancelled programs over the past two years, it was
a blessing to hold the Mountain States Mennonite Conference
(MSMC) Men’s Retreat again. Special thanks to our speaker
John Sharp for his powerful sharing about stories including his
son MJ. The newly released book about MJ Sharp continues to
be available at the Camp’s online Trading Post.
A first for the weekend for a gathering here at Rocky Mountain
was to have 7 people join the worship sessions online via Zoom
and be able to be part of the worship sessions and also share
their own stories and experiences to make a total group of 27.

PICTURED: Mark Longacher & Dan Jantzen
showing their curling skills. The original
Participants shared the following about their weekend experience curling (vs. human curling) was a new winter
activity in 2022.

including:
Things I appreciated:
• “Food, approachable programming, and Flexibility in
afternoon plans”
• “Interaction with others & the time/space to do so.”

About the worship times:
• “Openness of John in sharing joy and pain with MJ’s life
and death.”
• “Enjoyed opportunity to tell own and hear other’s stories
Sunday AM.”
• “Thank you for reminding me of my own stories.”
About accommodation and food service:
“Top notch”

PICTURED: A round of disc golf was made
possible by colored tape to be able locate in

•

NEW PROGRAM OFFERING FOR YOUNG FAMILIES
Time for kids to play and parents to connect! Fall Family Fun Retreat is
geared to young families with young children who may or may not have
connections with the Mennonite Community or other faith tradition.
Activities for children are orientated for 2-8 year olds. This is the age
group that are too young to attend summer camps at RMMC, but ready
to be introduced to the RMMC experience. The hope is to offer an
affordable opportunity to enjoy quality time together in the mountains.
Staying under one roof, in Emmental Chalet, parents will be able to put
the kids to bed and make connections with other families with future
PICTURED: Youth participants from
campers outside of the church building setting. With hikes for moms in
family camp in 2021.
the morning and dads in the afternoon, there is an opportunity for both
adult time and family time. Arts and crafts, kayaking, a mine tour with gold panning, duck races, and free
time are just a sample of activities during the weekend. Evenings include kids-play time, adult socialization,
and late night snacks and games (just don’t wake the kids).
Please join us or share with a family you know who would welcome this new offering as part of the Rocky
Mountain ministry!
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WHAT ABOUT CORONAVIRUS AND PRACTICES FOR THE COMING SUMMER?

CORONAVIRUS – The journey continues of course in appropriately
following practices that are safe for us and those around us. Please
visit our Coronavirus Information page on the camps web site. Bottom line, as of April 1, if summer camp were held today, masks will
be optional inside and outside. Camp will continue to respond in a
way so that all who come to Rocky Mountain can have a fun, safe
and meaningful experience. As a result of the collective efforts and
practices thus far, camp has only had one positive case of COVID19 over the past two years. So a word of thanks and appreciation
for the energy, effort, patience and understanding. We are filled with
gratitude.
REGISTRATION – The more things change, the more they stay the
same will well describe the registration process online and on the
first day of camp.
• Online Registration – An important part of getting signed up for
PICTURED: Image from Animal Survival (a
camp is the information and forms required as a part of child
camp favorite) from Grade 4&5 Resident
care license (i.e. emergency contacts, health history, physical,
camp.
medications, etc.) along with release forms for activities (i.e.
whitewater rafting, adventure park, horseback riding). To simplify and improve the experience of campers registering for camp, RMMC is working to minimize/eliminate
the search for email messages or web links that don’t work. How? Keep it simple for everyone! The web
page of each camp program is designated to serve as a one stop shop for those registering for camp and
camp staff too!
• Arrival Registration – Campers will be given a number like last year except folks will be able to gather and
visit at the benches and picnic tables around the DH/Lodge and umbrella patio (no playfield this summer).
A greeting & meeting with the camp nurse and the program/counseling staff for a cabin assignment is all
there is to do before moving/settling in. Any form (i.e. physical, immunization record, release form, etc.) is
hopefully already uploaded online and payment for camp or money deposited to a Trading Post account
for the week is deposited and been taken care of BEFORE arrival.
With these items cared for, all of us can simply look forward to a memorable and meaningful camp experience here at Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp. See you this summer!

Click here to read the full April 2022 Newsletter.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Spring Mennonite Quilters Retreat

April 21-24

Memorial Day Work & Play 2022

May 27-30

Colorado Roots Music Camp I

June 5-11

Sr. High Resident Camp

June 12-17

6&7 Grade Wilderness I

June 12-17
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MSMC Communication Updates

Bulletin Announcements – We email MSMC
congregations every Wednesday with bulletin
announcements. If you have something to share
out to our community, please email Jen, MSMC
Administrator, by 9am Wednesday morning.

Conference Calendar
July 29-31

Annual Assembly

Nov 11-13

Pastors Retreat

MSMC Staff and Leadership
Conference Minister
Amy Zimbelman
AmyZ@MountainStatesMC.org

Editor/Conference Administrator
Jen Dudenhefer
Administrator@MountainStatesMC.org

Moderator
Ryan Koch
RyanK@MountainStatesMC.org

Bookkeeper
Rita Balzer
Treasurer@MountainStatesMC.org
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